
 

 
 

   
   

 

 
 

 

 

 

    

    
 
 

   

       
 

 

   

  
    

 
     

 
    

Rob Plaskitt  
Head of Licensing and Network Regulation 
Telephone 020 7282 2072 
Fax 020 7282 2042 
E-mail rob.plaskitt@orr.gsi.gov.uk 

13 February 2013 

Group Company Secretary 
Network Rail Infrastructure Limited 
Kings Place 
90 York Way 
London 
N1 9AG 

Network licence condition 4: consent of the Office of Rail Regulation 

Background  

1. On 21 January 2013, Network Rail Infrastructure Limited (Network Rail) wrote to the 
Office of Rail Regulation about consent under paragraph 1 of condition 4 of its network 
licence to the transfer of some assets including land and property structures to Network 
Rail from British Railways Board (Residuary) Limited (BRBR). Some of BRBR’s functions 
would also transfer to a subsidiary of Network Rail. 

2. You explained that this follows from the Government’s 2010 review of public bodies 
and its proposed abolition of BRBR, which is wholly owned by the Department for 
Transport (DfT). The Public Bodies Act (the Act) provides a mechanism to achieve this. 

3. You also explained that Network Rail proposes to covenant to reimburse the costs 
or losses incurred by its new subsidiary.  

4. A copy of the letter is attached at Annex A. 

Reasons for our consent 

5. We concur with your view that management of the transferred operational sites and 
property could be considered as permitted business under condition 4. The three 
properties at Market Harborough, Hunslet and Glasgow have a clear operational use so 
these are captured within the definition of permitted business activities. Some of the 
structures sit above Network Rail’s existing infrastructure and arrangements are in place to 
make sure these are structurally sound and do not adversely impact the operational 
railway. 



 
   

 
 

       

  
   

  

 

 

 

6. We do not think that managing the seven railway war memorials to be transferred 
should be considered as ancillary to permitted business activities. However, given that 
Network Rail maintains other memorials as part of its managed stations portfolio and 
having had regard to our duties under section 4 of the Railways Act 1993, we consent for 
the purposes of paragraph 1 of condition 4 of the network licence to the proposed 
arrangement. 

7. We may at any time modify or revoke this consent after consulting you it appears to 
us to be requisite or expedient to do so, having regard to the duties imposed on us by 
section 4 of the Railways Act. 

Rob Plaskitt 
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